Syllabus: Visual Art at McClure
Mimi Kerpoe, Art Teacher
Melinda.kerpoe@cobbk12.org 
Please visit my blog: http://cobblearning.net/mkerpoe/
     This course offers students an introduction to art and art appreciation. The elements of art will be studied and applied to personal expression in two and three dimensional projects. Students will explore the creative process through projects and by studying individual artists as well as art movements. Students will compare, analyze, and evaluate their own and peer artworks as well as famous works. 
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Participation: Students are expected to participate every day from bell to bell. You must be in your seat at your assigned table with your portfolio by the time the tardy bell rings. Being in your assigned area is a safety issue in a large studio class with tools, materials & equipment. 

Make-Up Work: It is the student’s responsibility to make-up any missed work according to county and school policy – A student must turn in make–up work within three days of an excused absence. 10% will be deducted from project grades for each day that work is late. 

    The student must come to the teacher and find what they have missed. Please ask the teacher before school or twenty minutes into class – not at the beginning of class.  All work must be completed in order to be graded. The best time to make up work is before school, arranging a time with me.
Homework: Approximately 6 Sketchbook assignments will be given as home assignments. Be sure to do your sketchbook homework and turn it in on time. Students with an unexcused absence on the due date will receive a zero for the sketchbook assignment until it is turned in. Single sheets of paper will not be accepted – work must be in sketchbook, in order.
Required Sketchbook: An 8 ½” x 11” SPIRAL bound (or hard bound) sketchbook is required for this course. Please know that “pads” of drawing paper don’t work because they fall apart very quickly.
Sign ALL Work: A student will not receive credit for work without a first and last name. (With a population of over 1200 students………. “by Pooky” won’t do!)
Demonstrations: During demonstrations, students are required to gather around/stand close to the area where the instructor is demonstrating, and to take notes in their notebooks during the demo. These notes are very important and will be utilized throughout the production and evaluation process.  

Group Critiques: Critiques are an important part of growing as an artist. The ability to critique artwork using the processes of description, analysis, interpretation, and judgment based on evidence observed in artwork (and aesthetic theories) will need to be demonstrated by each student in the group; therefore, participation is mandatory.
Art Studio Rules:   

1. Respect the rights of others to learn.

2. Respect the artwork of others (only touch or move your work). 

3. Respect the Art Studio’s tools, materials & equipment. (Use T.L.C.)

4. GUM, FOOD and DRINKS are not to be brought into the art studio.

5. Cell Phones are not allowed in class, unless specified by teacher.
6. The school dress code will be followed 100%. This is a safety issue and will not be debated.

7. Dismissal will take place after all materials, tools, and projects are properly cleaned and/or stored away (First tables to have everything clean will be first dismissed). 
8. Differentiated assignments will be used, when necessary, to keep a student on track with the content standards. Class time, art supplies, texts, and studio equipment will be protected.

Please read, sign, and return this information by the end of Week #1. 

Student   _________________________     X ______________________

                                                                   Please Print Name                                                                     Signature

Parent/Guardian ___________________     X _____________________

                                                                         Please Print Name                                                               Signature

If you have any questions or comments please e-mail Ms. Kerpoe:  
Melinda.Kerpoe@cobbk12.org
Blog: http://cobblearning.net/mkerpoe/                                                                       *Syllabus subject to change
Grading Weights:








60%  Artistic Skills and Knowledge


       	Studio Contribution (Participation), 


       	Skill/Technique (Project Produced)


       	Safety & Maintenance 


       	Sketchbook (in and out of class assignments)





30%  Connections, Critiques and Art


	History 


       	Career Opportunities , Self-evaluation,


Interpreting meaning in an artwork,  Styles, and Cultures, art history       	 





10%  Final Exam











Project Evaluations


       There are certain objectives to be met in all art assignments. While art is to be creative and individual in approach, there are certain rules (elements and principles of design) that must be followed to create a successful work. All work will be evaluated using the following criteria.





Craftsmanship – Well-made, neat, good use of materials and tools





Creativity – An original idea, not just copy work from another source, no trite imagery or overused ideas. This could be a different use of materials or an alternative solution to a problem.





Meets project Objectives/Understand concepts – Illustrates knowledge of project objectives effectively in a project.





Completion of Project – Work is complete and on time. (We can’t display your work in art shows if it is incomplete)





Quality and Overall Effect – Work is communicated effectively to the viewer and completes a thought.





Supplies





Spiral bound Sketchbook (not a “pad” style) 


Approx. 8” x 11”





Pencils - #2 Wooden Pencils (NOT mechanical pencils) HB, 2B, 4B, 6B drawing pencils (optional)





Magic rub, latex or vinyl eraser











Long Term Assignment Policy: 


An Artist Research Paper, Artist Reproduction Poster, and Presentation may be assigned as outside work. It will be due the last week. The student will have approximately three weeks for this project, and will give a short 5 minute presentation. They will display their “master study” poster of a famous artist. We will start the drawing of this poster in class, color will be added at home. 





Walmart and Target have Sketchbooks for about $3.50. Office supply stores have nice ones, and they are about $8.00. Of course, Michaels/Hobby Lobby/Jo-Ann’s have them and a coupon can usually be found online or in the paper. I have even seen sketchbooks at Walgreens. 





**Parent/Guardian E-MAIL ADDRESS ------Very Appreciated! 


                 


_______________@____________ or ______________@_____________	


          	











